Robert F. Barwin

Department of Ecology

15 W. Yakima Ave., Suite 200
Yakima, WA 98902
robert.barwin@ecy.wa.gov

Re: Leavenworth Fish Hatchery Comments
Dear Mr. Barwin:

Icicle Creek drains the eastern portion of the AdpiLakes Wilderness and attracts thousands of
visitors a year. The Leavenworth National Fish Hatg has been on the banks of Icicle Creek
since 1940 and while it serves important sociatfioms it is also been responsible for
unacceptable environmental impacts to Icicle Craetuding blocking fish and navigation,
diverting water into the “canal,” withdrawing wat#rough an unscreened intake, and polluting
Icicle Creek.

Ecology has a duty to condition the “certificatics® that the river is protected, and enough
information already exists for it to direct the Elaéry to change its operations and better protect
the river. Unfortunately, Ecology is allowing thatchery to continue to conduct business as
usual. This certification should include stepg thi#él protect and restore the river and its wild
fish populations while the Hatchery studies whatesded to permanently restore Icicle Creek to
a free-flowing Wilderness river. Ecology must ortleg Leavenworth Hatchery to:

v keep its dams open during the bull trout migrapeniod to ensure that the “designated
uses” of upper Icicle Creek are protected now

v ensure that the river adjacent to the Hatcherynfimsnum instream flows to

immediately protect those designated uses as dd@ctWAC 173-545-060(7) and (10);

work immediately to screen its intake to preveapping fish in the facility; and

investigate recirculation methods or other altewestto reduce the amount of water the

facility needs and the pollutants it discharges.

v
v

This Wilderness river deserves better than whatHdwehery proposes for Icicle Creek.

Sincerely,

cc: Governor Christine Gregoire (Jay Manning,eChif Staff)jay.manning@gov.wa.gov
Senator Maria Cantwell (Joel Merk@gel merkel@cantwell.senate.gov
USFWS Regional Director Robyn ThorsoRobyn_Thorson@fws.gov
USBR Regional Director J. William McDonalmcdonald@usbr.gov
NOAA Acting Regional Director Barry Thofarry. Thom@noaa.gov
WDFW Director Phil Andersodirector@dfw.wa.gov




